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thus a more spiritual body of men were secured for the ministry. We shall presently find Augustine founding a seminary, properly so called ; but until that date the supply of priests and bishops was precarious.
But when Possidius says that from the day of Augustine's ordination * the African Church began to lift up its head,' he is regarding his master and friend in the character of a controversialist. Augustine flung himself at once into the work of proselytising. Hitherto the Catholics had lived on sufferance at Hippo, and for many years to come the civic officials slighted the struggling community. Augustine quickly altered the position of the Catholics. His earlier sermons show some sign of preparation and rhetorical finish, though he soon ceased to pay any attention to their literary quality. But he soon began to exhibit the two gifts which rendered such remarkable service to the Church of Africa—his power as a debater and as a controversial writer. In the year of his ordination he wrote a new work against the Manicheans. The De Utititate Credendi is a carefully-written constructive treatise, and it is marked by a moderation of feeling and expression which Augustine's ardent temperament